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Minutes of Planning Commission
March 8, 2011

Present: Todd Smallwood, Richard Mais, Marlene Quinn, Winnie Lewis, Susan Klein, Jack
Smith

Absent: Lois Twilley

Others Present: None

Members of the Public Present: none

Subject: Comprehensive Plan Implementation

Meeting called to order 2:30 PM by Winnie Lewis.

Approve minutes of 2/8/2011 meeting.
Motion to approve — Richard Mais
Second — Marlene Quinn

Discussion — none

Vote: All in favor. Minutes approved.

Discussion and Possible Action

¢ Draft Open Space Plan

Members reviewed recommendations from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Group,
the Environmental Committee, and the Cannon Street Park Task Force. Emphasis should
be on preservation of open space and not development. A draft statement will be reviewed
at the next meeting.

Liaison Reports

e Jack Smith (Growth & Seasonal Population) - nothing to report

¢ Richard Mais (Emergency Services) — nothing to report

e Winnie Lewis (Housing and items concerning Overlay and Pedestrian Plan) —
nothing to report

e Lois Twilley (Recreation) —absent — no report

e Todd Smallwood (Safety) —Sidewalk Workshop is scheduled for Saturday, April 2,
2011 from 1-3PM. This is informational only; no decisions will be made at this
meeting.

e Susan Klein (Environment) — reported on recent activities of the Environmental
Committee

e Marlene Quinn (Zoning & Building and Green Building Standards) — nothing to report

Other Business

e Marlene Quinn - “green businesses”
Mrs. Quinn asked if businesses who are utilizing “green” technology should be recognized
by the Planning Commission for their efforts. Membership believes that Town Council
would be the appropriate party for extending recognition.



e Todd Smallwood — “Complete the Streets”
Town Manager Abbott responded to a request from the University of Delaware IPA
regarding a “Complete Streets” policy for the Town. This is a survey of communities’ to
support/implement the recommendations as proposed by the State Complete Streets
policy. A copy of Executive Order 6 is attached to these minutes. Mr. Abbott’s response
was deemed appropriate by the membership.

Next Meeting Date

Tuesday April 12, 2011 @2:30 PM — Second Tuesday of the month
Motion to adjourn — Jack Smith

Second — Richard Mais

All in favor

Meeting adjourned 3:00 PM

Agnes DiPietrantonio, Town Clerk



Executive Order Number Six - Creating a complete streets policy

April 24, 2009

TO: Heads Of All State Departments And Agencies

RE: Creating A Complete Streets Policy

WHEREAS, walking is the most fundamental mode of physical transportation; and
WHEREAS, bicycling promotes healthier lifestyles; and

WHEREAS, walking and bicycling are simple fithess activities that can prevent disease,
improve physical health and assist in fostering mental well-being; and

WHEREAS, by walking and bicycling you help to reduce greenhouse gas emission by
reducing the time you spend in your car; and

WHEREAS, my administration, along with the Delaware Department of Transportation,
promotes the walkability and bicycle friendliness of communities through principles such as
context sensitive design, mobility-friendly design, mixed-use and infill developments; and
WHEREAS, the Delaware Department of Transportation has developed user friendly
design standards for pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities; and

WHEREAS, the Delaware Department of Transportation has the opportunity to create and
improve transportation facilities for all users by implementing these principles and
standards through its projects; and

WHEREAS, the Advisory Council on Pedestrian Awareness and Walkability and the
Delaware Bicycle Council serve as advisors to the Delaware Department of Transportation;
and

WHEREAS, a Complete Streets Policy means deliberately planning, designing, building,
and maintaining streets for all modes of transportation;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JACK A. MARKELL, by virtue of the authority vested in me as
Governor of the State of Delaware, do hereby declare and order the following:

1. The Delaware Department of Transportation (“DelDOT”) shall enhance its multi-modal
initiative by creating a Complete Streets Policy that will promote safe access for all users,
including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and bus riders of all ages to be able to safely
move along and across the streets of Delaware;

2. The Delaware Bicycle Council, the Advisory Council on Pedestrian Awareness and
Walkability, and the Elderly & Disabled Transit Advisory Council shall assist DelIDOT with
this endeavor;

3. A Complete Streets Policy should:

(1) Solidify DelDOT’s objective of creating a comprehensive, integrated, connected
transportation network that allows users to choose between different modes of
transportation;

(2) Establish that any time DelDOT builds or maintains a roadway or bridge, the agency
must whenever possible accommodate other methods of transportation.

(3) Focus not just on individual roads, but changing the decision-making and design
process so that all users are considered in planning, designing, building, operating and
maintaining all roadways;

(4) Recognize that all streets are different and user needs should be balanced in order to
ensure that the solution will enhance the community;

(5) Apply to both new and retrofit projects, including planning, design, maintenance, and
operations for the entire right-of-way;

(6) Ensure that any exemption to the Complete Streets Policy is specific and documented
with supporting data that indicates the basis for the decision;



(7) Direct the use of the latest and best design standards as they apply to bicycle,
pedestrian, transit and highway facilities;

4. DelDQOT, with the assistance of the advisory councils, shall create the Policy and deliver
it the Governor for consideration no later than September 30, 2009.

From: O'Hanlon, Julia [mailto:jusmith@UDel, Edu]
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 11:30-AM

To: del-towns@UDel Edu; mavors-mars@UDel Edy
Ce: gwright@UDel.Edu; Clalre Beck; Marcia Scott; B.).; Eric Jacobson
Subject: Complete Streets Policies

Dear Delaware Municipal Leader,
The University of Delaware’s Institute for Public Administration (IPA) is researching “best practice”
examples of Delaware local governments that have implemented, or are in the process of implementing,
the State of Delaware’s Complete Streets Policy. According to the State's policy, the term Complete
Streets means “a roadway that accommodates all travelers, particularly public transit users, bicyclists,
pedestrians (including individuals of all ages and abilities], and motorists, to enable all travelers to use
the roadway safely and efficiently” (HE 14431H).
IPA would like to know whether your local government has adopted any of the following measures to
support or implement Complete Street concepts (the term Complete Streets does not necessarily have to
be used in the document):
. A resolution

Provision(s) within a comprehensive plan or comprehensive plan update

Ordinances, code amendments, and Jor other regulatory tools
If your local government has adopted any measures in support of Complete Streets, can you please either:
- Send a hard copy of the provision(s) by mail, or fax to address below, OR

Provide this information electronically via my e-mail address below

If you have any questions, or prefer to call to discuss the requested information, please contact IPA
Research Assistant Claire Beck at check@udel.edu or (302) 831-6372. Thank you for your helpi
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==="The state of Delawiré and the Delaware-Deparim
Transportation (DetDOT)have:recently enacted
a “Complete Streets™ policy that Wwitl-apply:

M all state-maintained roads.

According to the National Complete Streets Coalition, “Complete streets are designed and operated to
enable safe access for all users. Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and
abilities must be able to safely move along and across a complete street.”

As part of Its healthy communities Initiative, the University of Delaware’s Institute for Public Admin-
istration (IPA) would like to know what your local government or organization is deing to support the
implementation of Complete Streets. Even if the term “Complete Streets” is not used, an organization
can support it by including all modes and all users In policies and documents.

The implementation of Complete Streets Is extremely important to the health and safety of our state’s
residents. Even though Delaware now has a statewide policy, our counties and municipalities still
have an important role to play in ensuring that Complete Streets become commonplace throughout
Delaware.
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s hassed i resolution supporting Completé Streets?

feil ‘Compléte Streeis provisfans withine fcp::ipmhmsfﬁ._-ﬁlqﬂ orplan =i-;lﬁ:f§|:r£?

If you could answer “yes” to any of the above questions, may an IPA staff person contact you about your
Complete Street initiatives?

[]ves []mo Thank you for your feedback!
NAME TITLE

ORGANIZATION

E-MAIL ADDRESS PHOME MUMBER

If you would like to talk with an [PA staff person about your policies or have questions, comments, etc.,
please contact:

o B] DeCoursey, IPA Policy Specialist (Planning Services), deconrse@udel.edu / 302-831-4925
s+ Marcia Scott, IPA Assoctate Polley Sclentist {Local Government Speclallst}, msscott@udeledu / 302-831-0581
= Clalre Beck, IPA Research Assistant (Planning Services), check@udel.edu / 202-831-6372

For more information about IPA’s healthy communities initiative, visit: wiww.ipa.adel.edu/healthyDEtoolkit

source fmags: Charlone DOT

cluded Complete Streets reguirements/guidelines imordinances;.code amendnients,.or.other regula tory mﬁiﬂ



From @ Win Abbott <wabbotb@fenwickisiand o Mon Mar 7 2001 10:40:02 AM
Subject t PW: Complata Streets
Ta ; todd smallwood <toadboysdnahoo.coms, PACING ] ddcomeast.net

Tkl B e
Please ses bebaw, 1 am walting Tor a response fram the University of Detaware coordinator for the Complete streats program..
Considering your Pianning Commission "assigniments” for Safety and (e Pedestrian Improverments, 1 tought st this would inberest you.

The Town carlainly does nob have to embrace every state poloy mitlathe. In some cases, there is sinply nob @ good “fil", In the cass of
Cormplete Sireets, much of it refers to community design standards, When approving plans for new subdivisions, Complete Srests gives
mreference to streek layouts that allow walking theough & neghberhood to sthoals, ete. Somea new neighbouod designs ae iull of ol
da-saes, mstead of through-streets. But this concern is not relevant to Fenwick Tland becavse we have no new land fo develop,

The Planning Coenmissicn and Council determing policy and the administration (Pat and ) implemant it according to your direction. So 1
am OK with whalever is decided, - .

1 listened b the whole Complete Strests presentation many months a0 and did not think it was a good i for our toven, Just so that it
does oot apoear that 1 oeopped the ball”, thouwgh, you may wish o discuss the Planning Commissions” position on B malier at a future
rieeting.

You may be abla bo be “counted” 45 3 supportive (compliant) comanunity Ty simply adding a few sentences io the révied Comprenansve
Flan, Then, vou'lt e on the Goeemars "nice” it (like Santa's naughty and nice list) withaut actually changing much about the charactes
of our communily,

Just & sugegeston...

in

From: Win Abbott [ malltoswabbottd femwickisland, org)
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2001 L0007 AM

Tot “checkiudel ady’

Subject: Complete Strests

Importanca: High

s Bach:

I would like for the Town of Fenwick [sland fo ba "counted” &5 4 complant municigality in the Completa Straets Initathve. Wa have
challanges, though.

First, {here ara no sidewalks i our own.

Our 2007 Comprehensies Plan includes mferences fo pedestrian and bicyclst safety within the chapler on Infrastructure. The featured
capilal improvemient 13 sidewaliks on both sides of Coastal FM‘“I]I 44 dedaflad ina 2002 DeDOT Concapt Plan. That plan has fallen off
tha Transportatlon Enhancemant fst — but | resurreciad the skiewalk comgonent through an Ecenorc Devalopment arant opporuniky.
Wea pald an enginear to opdate the study and are actively engaging the public ad DeIDOT in the procass, ight now,

Thess are no schooks In our twn and there is no inlerast In sidewalls through the resldential par of (he community,

We have had & pedestrian salety informatlon bookh set up in the town park and on Bunting Awenue over the past couple of years. Bunting
Avanue Is highly-usad for an axercise walk sh months a year. Padestian symbofs and direction arrows wata stansiled onlo thal sirest last
Yogr

Thie Comp Platis soon b be updated. it could refetence soma Complete Sirests polioy inlilatives. But the only place that has soms
degrea of public support (nof universal, by tha way) |s on Goastal Highway. That s controlled by DelDOT so the town is handicapped in ils
affart 1o echieve carain goals.



